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INVESTING IN BUDAPEST FAQs 

 

Q: Can foreigners buy property in Budapest?  

A: Yes.  

 

A foreign investor can choose one of the following: 

 Purchasing as a private individual. Limited to the purchase of a single 

property in any given district, to avoid speculation, and limited to two 

properties in Hungary. 

 

 Establish a limited liability company in Hungary. Able to purchase 

multiple properties. Approximate costs: € 900 to establish, € 400 to 

maintain per annum. 

The advantages of buying property through a Hungarian registered company: 

 Fastest way to buy a property, the registration process is short and 

once the company is fully registered there are no limitations on buying 

properties in Hungary. 

 

 All outlays relating to the flat can be recognised as an expense. Flights,  

accommodations, legal fees, purchase duty, renovation costs, 

furniture, utilities, and all associated services. 

 

 When selling the property there is an option of selling the company 

along with it, this makes it more attractive for the potential buyer, as 

no purchase duty has to be paid. 

 

 There is no immediate VAT on renting a residential property, however 

corporate taxes of 16% on profit do apply at point of sale. 

Q: Do I have to pay income tax when selling property?  

A: Yes. 

 When an individual sells, they must pay a 20% capital gains tax on the 

profit. 

 

 When the company sells, it must pay a 16% corporate tax on profits (ie. 

rental income) and a 20% tax on capital gains. Possible deductions, as 

listed above. 
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Q: What are the legal, or barrister, fees?  

A: Legal fees are typically 1%+VAT,  

 for a basic, dual-language, contract preparation and signing. 

Q: Do I have to pay annual real estate taxes?  

A: No 

 There are no annual real estate taxes in Hungary, only a stamp duty. 

 

 Please see ‘stamp duty’ .pdf for explanations. Includes examples. 

 

Q: What is the tax on rent?  

A: 25% for private individuals. 16% for registered companies, at point of sale, as 

    corporate tax on profits. 

Q: What capital gains can I expect in a year?  

A: 6% - 8%  per annum, in the inner-city districts. 

Q: What is the anticipated rental income?  

A: Typically between 5% - 7% gross, per annum. (depending on the location and  

     condition of the flat).  

Q: Which flats are the easiest to rent out?  

A: Highly renovated, fully furnished flats in central areas.  

 The higher the standard of renovation, the more will appeal to foreign 

nationals. 

 

 Budapest has approximately 60,000 foreign nationals living/working 

within the city. 

 

  The ideal tenant is a businessman, diplomat or foreign student. 
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WWW.RDRESTATE.COM 

 

REAL ESTATE SOLUTIONS BASED ON 

SERVICE AND SIMPLICITY 


